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Introduction 
 
The primary purpose of the CATS College London Assisted Places Scholarship plan is to offer fully 
funded tuition to three students from schools in the Camden community for five years. As such, it is 
intended to contribute towards the successful implementation of the Council's 'Camden Plan', which 
aims to increase the number of young people in education by 2017. One of the many benefits to 
successful scholarship applicants in attending the College will be the provision of first-rate advice 
and guidance to students on their higher education and career options. 
 
CATS College London is willing to offer places to all residents of Camden, regardless of which type of 
school they currently attend. The sole criteria for scholarship eligibility will be: 
 
a) academic ability and potential; 
b) residence in the London Borough of Camden; 
c) degree of need for financial support. Priority will be given to those residents in financial hardship.  
 
Because the applicants must all be residents of Camden, it is assumed that the scholarship assistance 
relates solely to tuition (and any necessarily related co-curricular activity); i.e. there will be no 
boarding element to the financial assistance.  
 

 
Programmes of Study 
 
The amount of the scholarship will be equal to the annual tuition cost of any relevant education 
programme available at CATS College London. 
 
At the time of writing, the relevant programmes of study are either a standard two-year A level 
programme, leading to the potential award of 3 full A levels plus one AS level, depending on 
successful completion of the programme; or a one year 'fast track' A level programme, leading to the 
potential award of 3 full A levels.  
 
If following a two-year A level programme, successful students would receive a scholarship in the 
first year and, subject to meeting certain conditions, would continue to receive tuition fee support 
for a second year. The necessary conditions for receiving a second year of tuition support include 
meeting the college rules, satisfactory attendance and behaviour, and - naturally - academic 
progress. 
 
The college offers two other programmes of study but neither is appropriate for the purposes of this 
plan: one is a GCSE programme for students younger than 16; the other is a university foundation 
programme only available to overseas students. 
 
 

 



 
Criteria for assessing eligibility 
 
The scholarships are intended primarily to be awarded to students of high academic performance. 
Successful applicants will be: 
 

 aged between 16 and 18 on 1 September of their intended first year of study at 
CATS College London; 

 residents of the London Borough of Camden; 

 of appropriate academic ability and potential, as determined by: 
o letter of application, including a personal statement by each applicant; 
o reference from Headteacher of current school; 
o last three years' school reports, including information on achievement, 

effort and attendance; 
o selection, shortlisting and interview by the Scholarship Interview Panel; 
o public examination results or predicted grades 

 priority will be given to applicants who are in financial hardship. Students will fall 
into this category if their family is in receipt - and can provide evidence - of certain 
benefits, including one or more of the following:  

o income support  
o working tax credit 
o  housing benefit  
o council tax reduction.   

 
Details of persons responsible for assessing applicants 
 
All scholarships will be awarded based on the joint decision of the Principal of CATS College London 
and a representative of Camden Council, nominated expressly for this purpose.  
 
Applications will be assessed on merit, based on the criteria above. Priority will be given to those 
suffering financial hardship when determining between applications of equal academic merit.  
 
Where demand for scholarships exceeds the supply (i.e. if there are more than three applicants in 
any one year), successful applicants will be determined by means of the selection procedure 
outlined above. 
 
The Council will be represented on the Scholarship Interview Panel, comprising the Principal (or Vice 
Principal in his absence) as Chair; the Director of Studies for CATS College London; and the 
nominated representative of the Council. 
 
In the unlikely event that the Panel cannot agree on the award of a scholarship, the decision of the 
Chair will be final. 

 
Applications and Interviews 
 
The deadline for the submission of applications will be 31 October of the year prior to the intended 
start of the programme of study (i.e. September of the following year).  
 
The Scholarship Interview Panel will convene a meeting to assess each application and, where 
necessary, produce a shortlist of applicants to be invited for interview. 
 
The Scholarship Interviews will take place on date(s) to be confirmed each year, but in any event 
between 1 December and 31 January. 
  


